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IP2016 - Global Conflict and Security

The world faces today a multitude of security challenges, from the
humanitarian needs arising from the internal situation in Syria to
the effects of the 2004 tsunami in Southeast Asia, Iran’s nuclear
plans, the growing vulnerability of migration flows and the impact
of international terrorism in national security strategies. This
course provides students with the tools to critically engage with the
various meanings that the concept of “security” has acquired in
the last few decades, taking into account its political, military,
cultural, environmental and economic sources, from the local to
the global. This richer understanding of the multifaceted nature of
security will provide a stronger basis to understand a number of
contemporary threats, actors and responses in the world stage. In
sum, the course will cover the main understandings of security,
both traditional and non-traditional, but will also enquire into the
nature and solutions of today’s violent conflicts, as developed both
by nation-states and international organizations as well as other
security actors. Furthermore, other types of “global conflict” will be
explored to provide a rich overview of the main threats in today’s
world. Knowledge of the issues included in this module is also
considered essential to understand the behaviour of many actors in
international politics. 
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